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VALLEY SPRINGS PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT
RESOLUTION NO. 06-03
A RESOLUTION OF THE VALLEY SPRINGS PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS ESTABLISHING RATE SCHEDULES FOR VARIOUS FEES AND CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE


WHEREAS, Section 5.8 of the Valley Springs Public Utility District Rules and Regulations requires the Board to fix various fees and charges for connections to District facilities; and
WHEREAS, Board has determined that the use water supply fixture units (WSFU) and drainage fixture units (DFU) as set forth in the 2001 Uniform Plumbing Code shall be used in determining fees; and 

WHEREAS, public hearing to consider fees and charges was held April 26, 2006, and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following fees, rates, and charges for services and facilities furnished by District to any unit or use connected to or making use of the WATER SYSTEM of the District, are hereby established:

MONTHLY REGULAR RATE: 
$30.50 first 5,000 gallons*.






$    .75 each additional 1,000 gallons (5,001-18,000 gals.)






$  1.50 each additional 1,000 gallons (18,001-75,000 gals.)






$  2.00 each additional 1,000 gallons (over 75,000 gals.)



*gallons decrease per year over 6 years until 2011 when cost will be per gallon.
OUTSIDE DISTRICT RATES:

$35.00 first 5,000 gallons plus regular rates for all water in 





excess of 5,000 gallons.

MISCELLANEOUS USER RATES:
$100 first 3,500 gallons and $50 each 1,000 gallons 






thereafter.
MOBILE HOME PARKS: 

$30.50 per month for each lot-space occupied at any time 





during any month for maximum use of five thousand 





gallons (5,000) per month for each lot-space. When more 





than five thousand (5,000) gallons of water per month per 





occupied lot is consumed, all water used in excess of the 





said amount shall be subject to the REGULAR rates in 





effect.
All other uses shall be charged a monthly rate of $30.50 per unit.
SERVICE CONNECTION FEE:
Actual cost to District for all work associated with 






connection of customer service line to District facilities.
ANNEXATION FEE:

$765 per acre.

BUY-IN FEE:



$775 per residential unit or $50/WSFU.
(WSFU = Water Supply Fixture Unit per 1997 UPC)

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FEES BY TYPE OF USE:



TYPE OF USE
FEE


Residential Unit
$3,500 / ESFRU



Multiple Family Dwelling Unit
$3,500 / ESFRU



Hotel-Motel Units & Bed and Breakfasts
$1,200 / Bedroom+






$580 / Kitchen



Mobile Home Park
$3,500 / SPACE



Restaurants & Markets
$3,500 + $185 / WSFU



Car Wash

$4,700 + $185 / WSFU



Laundromats
$4,700 + $185 / WSFU



All other Commercial Uses
$3,500 + $185 / WSFU



Remodeling or Expansion of Existing 
$140 / WSFU



Residential  Structure



Remodeling or Expansion of Existing 
$2,500+$150 / WSFU



Commercial  Structure



Schools (per classroom)
$3,500 or $175 / WSFU



Industrial

$3,500 + $185 / WSFU



Commercial, Industrial, any use that may generate



High waste volumes or impose high BOD loads.
$3,500 + $185 / WSFU 

ESFRU = Equivalent Single Family Residential Unit
ESFRU is any residential structure that contains not more than 30 WSFU.


Modifications to existing buildings may be charged a capital improvement fee as noted above based on “water supply fixture units” (WSFU) when the number of additional WSFUs is three

or more. 

Residential premises that contain more than 20 WSFUs shall be charged a capitol improvement fee 
determined as follows:



TOTAL WSFU  x  FEE (as set forth above)




           20

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in addition to the above referenced fee, customer shall be responsible for the cost of the meter, materials, supplies and labor. Customer shall also be responsible for cost of extending main lines required to serve customers and all costs associated with connection to main.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any person or entity found connecting to District facilities or in any way drawing water from District facilities without first paying the required fee(s) shall then be required to pay double the required fee(s).

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 26th day of April, 2006, by the following vote:

AYES: 

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

ORDINANCE NO. 06-01
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF VALLEY SPRINGS PUBLIC UTILITY  DISTRICT: ESTABLISHING RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE OPERATION OF THE WATER SYSTEM OF THE DISTRICT AND FIXING CONDITIONS OF WATER SERVICE FURNISHED THEREFROM.



BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Directors of Valley Springs Public Utility District, County of Calaveras, State of California, as follows:

SECTION 1. GENERAL POLICY

The Board of Directors of this District deems it in the best interest of the District, its inhabitants and customers, that all rates and charges for water service and rules and regulations for operation of the District’s water supply system, together with procedure for and conditions of the furnishing of water service, all be set forth in writing for the future guidance of the District and its customers. Each regulation herein contained is duly adopted by this Board after due deliberation and is deemed necessary and proper for the orderly development and operation of the water system and the liquidation of bonded indebtedness of the District.
The District will furnish water service, in accordance with the rules and regulations herein contained; and in accordance with future amendments hereto and other applicable ordinances and resolutions not repealed hereby, to any property within the boundaries of the District and to such premises, properties, areas or locations outside the boundaries of the District that the Board of Directors hereof, in its sole discretion, may from time to time determine.

All charges for water shall be established by resolution of the Board.

1.1 
SERVICE     (Connection to Main Not Required)

Applications for service to premises for which a service connection has already been installed may be made as hereinafter set forth. Such applications will signify the customer’s willingness and intention to comply with these regulations and all modifications thereof, and to new regulations, charges or rates duly adopted, and to make payment for services rendered.

1.2 
SERVICE (Connection to Main Required)
When an application is made for service to property where no service connection has been installed, but a transmission or distribution main is adjacent to the property, the applicant, in addition to making application for service, shall comply with the regulations governing the installation for service connections. Applicant shall make connection to main subject to approval and inspection by District. All main connection costs shall be responsibility of applicant.
1.3 
SERVICE (Main Extension Required)
When extension of the distribution main is required or a substantial improvement is required to furnish service, all such extensions or improvements shall be made in accordance with the Improvement Standards of the District and shall be dedicated to the District in accordance with these Regulations and the policies of the District.
All District mains shall be extended across the frontage of all parcels served unless otherwise approved by the Board.

1.4 
MANAGEMENT
The entire water system, including metering and measuring devices, shall be under the exclusive control and management of the District, and no connection thereto, or water service therefrom, shall be made or obtained except in accordance with the provisions of District Ordinances or rules and regulations now in effect or hereafter duly adopted.
Any person or entity found operating any facility set forth herein without first paying the required fees and obtaining proper authorization from District shall then be required to pay double the required fee, may be subject to termination of service, and shall be subjected to all fines and penalties allowed by the laws of the State, including prosecution under the Penal Code.
1.5 
WASTE OF WATER
Where water is wastefully or negligently used on a customer’s premises, seriously affecting the general service, the District may discontinue the service if such conditions are not corrected within five (5) calendar days after giving the customer written notice.

1.6 
WATER CONSERVATION
When the Board declares drought conditions exist, indiscriminate running of water will not be allowed between June 1 and October 31. The following provisions, in addition to all other regulations, shall be enforced:
1. Watering of lawns or gardens between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. will not be permitted.

2. All leaks, breaks, or malfunctions in the water user’s plumbing or distribution system shall be fixed within 24 hours of discovery.

3. All washing of vehicles or boats shall be done through a quick acting shut-off nozzle.

4. All non self-service commercial car wash operators shall reclaim the soapy water solution or submit a conservation plan to District prior to operation.

5. All restaurants shall serve water to customers only on request.
6. Water shall not be used for cleaning building exteriors except with a bucket and sponge. A pressurized hose used for the sole purpose of preparing surfaces for repairing or repainting is exempt from this provision.

7. No water shall be used in publicly displayed ornamental fountains.

8. Hosing down driveways, parking lots, patios, and sidewalks will not be allowed.

9. Draining and refilling of existing swimming pools between June 1 and October 31 will not be allowed.

A “surcharge” fee up to $100 for each day of a violation may be imposed by District for any violation of this Section. The surcharge fee may be added to the water bill.

1.7 
ACCESS TO PREMISES
The District or its duly authorized agents shall at all reasonable times have the right to enter or leave the customer’s premised for any purpose involved with the service of water to the customer.

Any inspection or recommendations made by the District or its agents on plumbing or appliances or use of water on the customer’s premises, either as the result of a complaint or otherwise, will be made or offered without charge. 
1.8 
INTERRUPTIONS IN SERVICE
The District  will not be liable for interruption, shortage, or insufficiency of supply, high pressures, low pressures, or for any loss or damage occasioned thereby, caused by accident, or act of nature, fire, strikes, riots, war, or other causes. The District reserves the right to temporarily suspend delivery of water and it shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned thereby.

Repairs or improvements to District will be made as rapidly as is practical to cause the least inconvenience to the customers.
SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS
Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meaning of the terms used in this ordinance shall be as follows:


Applicant:
An individual or agency applying for water service.



Board:
The Board of Directors of the District.



Capital Improvement Fee:       Fee established by District to retire debt, 

or expand and upgrade existing District facilities.


Commercial and Industrial Service:  Provision of water to premises 
other than those defined as “Domestic Residential”. Includes customers 
engaged in trade and manufacturing, fabricating and other processing 
activities.


Contractor:     Any individual, partnership, firm or corporation licensed 
in the State of California to perform the type of work required, who has 
entered into a contract with any individual, partnership, firm, corporation, 
special district, or VSPUD, for the construction of any improvement or 
portions of any improvement authorized by VSPUD.



Cross Connection:    Any unprotected connection between any part 
of the District water system used or intended to supply water for drinking 
purposes and any source or system containing water or substance that is 
not or cannot be approved as safe, wholesome, or potable for human 
consumption.


Customer:    An individual or agency applying for water service or using 
water service.

Date of Presentation:    The date upon which a bill or notice is mailed or 
delivered personally to the customer.


District:    The Valley Springs Public Utility District.


Domestic Residential Service:    Provision of water for all household 
residential purposes, including water for sprinkling lawns, gardens, and 
shrubbery; washing vehicles; and other general and customary purposes. 
For purposes of this ordinance and the regulations and rates established 
herein, a structure shall be deemed residential for service purposes only 
when connected to the District’s system by  standard meter as herein 
defined.


Fire Service - Private:    Private fire protection service relates to water 
service to a private fire sprinkler system, private fire hydrant, or fire 
detector check system.


Fire Service - Public:    Public fire protection service relates to fire 
hydrants connected to the distribution system and made available to 
designated fire protection agencies.


Improvement Standards:    August 1984 Improvement Standards of the 
District and all modifications thereof.


Main Extensions:    Extension of distribution pipelines exclusive of 
service connections and fire service, beyond existing facilities.


Mains:    Distribution pipelines located in public or District easements or 
rights-of-way which are used to service the inhabitants thereof.


Manager:    The general manager of the District or other person duly 
designated to perform the services or make the determinations permitted 
or authorized hereunder.

Meter Rate Service:    Provision of water in measured quantities.

Premises:    Premises shall mean a parcel of real property, including any 
improvements thereon, which is determined by the District to be a single 
unit for the purpose of receiving, using, and paying for service.


Priority:    When any building or type of service hereunder is subject to 
more than one classification, the correct classification or classifications 
shall be that or those which return the greater or greatest amount of 
revenue to the District, until and unless ordered otherwise by the Board.


Service or Service Connection:    The pipe, valve, and other facilities by 
means of which the District conducts water from its distribution mains to 
and through a meter or a single battery of meters. Said facilities shall 
include the meter and meter box which belong to and remain the property 
of the District.

Service Connection Fees:   Meter cost, charges imposed for cost of 
water meter and piping installation, inspection and testing, processing of 
water applications, but does not include service installation charges.


Service Installation:  Installation of individual water services in 
accordance with District Standards.


Standard Meter:    The standard or residential meter (minimum size) 
shall mean the ⅝″ x ¾″ water service meter reading in gallons and of a 
type approved by the District.

Unclassified Service:  The furnishing of water to publicly owned 
buildings or premises, or service to premises having unusual 
characteristics so far as water use is concerned, as determined by the 
Board.


Water System:  All water pipelines, storage, treatment, and distribution 
facilities, rights of way, and other appurtenances acquired, maintained, or 
controlled by the District for the purposes of providing water service.


Water Rates and Charges:  All schedules of water rates and charges 
including, without limitation, fees or charges for water services, the turn-
on or turn-off of water, service connection fees, and installation charges.


SECTION 3. APPLICATION FOR SERVICE
Every applicant for water service shall be required to sign an application form provided by the District showing the date of application, location of premises to be served, name, address, date applicant desires service, and such other information as may be required.

The applicant for water service as used herein shall mean the owner of the real property to which the service is requested. The bill for such water service shall be sent to the owner of record of his successor in interest as shown on the official records as retained in the Calaveras County Recorder’s Office.

The applicant shall be responsible for all delinquent and unpaid charges and related costs, and a lien may be recorded against said real property of owner for any delinquent water charges, interest, and penalties pursuant to Section 16472.1 of the Public Utilities Code of the State of California.

SECTION 4. CREDIT ESTABLISHMENT AND DEPOSITS ORD. 2004-01
Credit establishment and deposit payment, as a condition for service shall be between the owner of real property at the service address and the District.
Re-establishment of credit and deposit payments are required of all applicants whose service has been disconnected for any reason by the District, including non-payment of charges and non-compliance with other regulations set forth herein.

4.1 
ESTABLISHMENT OF CREDIT
Each applicant, before receiving metered service, may be required to establish credit by either of the following methods:

1. A cash deposit to secure payment of water bills, as prescribed in the regulation on deposits, of not less than $100.00.

2. The use of service for more than a year, during the last twelve (12) months of which the customer paid all water bills promptly without disconnection for non-payment.


4.2 
RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF CREDIT
To re-establish credit, customer shall pay all back bills up to the time service was turned off. Customer shall be required to pay a turn-on charge and make a new cash deposit in the manner and amount above described.

4.3 
UNPAID ACCOUNTS
Deposits prescribed herein may be applied to unpaid bills for service when such service has been discontinued. The District may require the customer to pay a deposit before again rendering service.
4.4 
REFUND OR DISCHARGE OF DEPOSITS
Deposits, less the amount of any unpaid bills, delinquent charges and penalties, will be refunded without interest on discontinuance of service.

SECTION 5. SERVICE CONNECTIONS, PERMITS AND FEES (WATER),                      

       AND METERS  ORD. NO. 2001-02
Service connections and fees shall be as set forth herein. Meter installation shall be in accordance with this section, District Standards, and shall be made as authorized by the District Manager. All fees shall be set by resolution of the Board.
5.1 
GENERAL
Water service will be provided to premises when adequate water supply at proper pressure is available under conditions of maximum flow. Water service may be installed (where such pressure is not available) providing sufficient water is available to permit satisfactory use of a booster pump. All costs for permits and fees shall be paid by the customer prior to service. Permit costs and fees include: 
1. Capitol improvement fee.

2. Service connection fee.

3. Credit deposit.
4. All costs to extend service from main to property.

5. Extension of District mains or other system improvements when required by Manager.


6. All costs for individual booster pumps when required.

7. Contribution toward “reimbursement” in accordance with Section 16.4 where applicable.

8. Annexation fee in accordance with Section 19.

9. Buy-in fee in accordance with Section 20.

The District meters all services and applies the established metered rate for water except in those instances where the District, in its sole discretion, deems meter installation inadvisable or injurious to District facilities.
The service connection (including the meter and meter box) is and shall remain the property of the District. The District reserves the right to repair, replace, and maintain, as well as to remove, the whole or any part thereof, upon discontinuance of water service or usage.

5.2 
METER SIZE
The size of a water service may be limited to a standard ⅝" x ¾ ″ size (or other size approved by District) depending on the size of the main and required supply of water. Meter and service size and type approved by District. All cost to install meter, service line and connection to District main are the responsibility of the water service applicant. In the event applicant finds the meter and service inadequate, he/she shall pay all costs for any service connection changes.
5.3 
SERVICE LOCATION
Water service connections may be installed at the location desired by the applicant, where such locations are in accordance with those regulations.

Service connections installed in new subdivisions shall be controlled by the provisions of the “Improvement Standards” and shall be accepted by the applicant at the installed location.

Meters may be installed at the curb, curbline, property line, or easement or right-or-way line, when required by the manager.


Service connections will be installed at 90◦  to the main and from a point directly opposite that of greatest use on the premises. Where one service connection serves.

two premises, the service connection will be installed at the property line separating the parcels.

5.4 
CONTRACTORS APPROVED BY DISTRICT
Water services, meters, meter boxes, fire hydrants and private fire services will be installed only by contractors approved by the District. Service connection “turn-ons” shall be made or terminated by the District only.
No refunds will be made on the charges for water services, private fire services, or fire hydrant installations.

5.5 
THE CUSTOMER’S HOUSE LINE OR CONNECTION
The customer’s water line from the meter to the building shall be installed and maintained by the customer, and must be maintained in a condition which will readily permit service renewal, a meter repair, or a meter replacement, without leakage. Water service shall not be allowed where a substandard premises waterline, water heater, water softener, water tank, or other water equipment exists.

5.6 
BACKFLOW PREVENTION
In all instances, where the same are required by these regulations, customers shall install and maintain backflow prevention devices. Said backflow prevention devices must be installed in a protective enclosure and said devices and enclosures are the sole responsibility of the customer and shall be installed and maintained in accordance with the provisions of Section 17 hereof.
5.7 
RESPONSIBILITY OF MAINTENANCE 
The service connection, including the meter and the meter box, will be repaired and maintained by the District at its own expense. The District will not be responsible for maintenance of water lines or appurtenances beyond the end of its service connection or meters. In the event District ascertains that its meters, meter boxes, or other facilities were deliberately damaged by customer, District shall charge customer the cost of labor and materials to repair the same. District may periodically inspect valve installation (backflow prevention device) and pressure reducing valve, if either is required to be installed hereunder, and report thereon to customer, but maintenance thereof shall be the duty of customer.
5.8 
CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE CONNECTIONS WITHIN


THE DISTRICT

All charges for water service connection installations within the boundaries of the District shall be as set forth on the Rate Schedule adopted by the Board. Rate Schedule shall be adopted by resolution of the Board. The most recently amended Rate Schedule shall be deemed a part of these regulations.
5.9 
CHARGES FOR INSTALLATIONS OUTSIDE DISTRICT BOUNDARIES
Connection charges for any service outside District boundaries shall be paid by the applicant prior to making connection to District facilities.
Water rates for service outside the District shall be the same as water rates for service inside the District, provided the property is annexed into the District. Rates and fees for property not annexed will be fixed by resolution of the Board of Directors.

5.10 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FEES
The Board of Directors may establish capital improvement fees to retire debt or expand existing facilities. Capital improvement fees shall be paid when service connection fees are paid and shall apply to each and every separate “unit” in accordance with the current Rate Schedule. Capital improvement fee may be levied on the basis of parcel size for non-residential uses. The Board of Directors shall determine when capital improvement fees are to be levied based on parcel size.
The Board of Directors shall impose a per unit or per acre fee that will generate revenue sufficient review the adequacy and fairness of capital improvement fees and may adjust the fees when circumstances warrant.

5.11 
TURN-ON CHARGE
No turn-on charge will be imposed when service is turned on with initial meter installation.

When the water has been turned off for non-compliance of any portion of this ordinance, or has been turned off at the request of the owner, a turn-on charge of $25.00 will be imposed.
5.12 
MISCELLANEOUS CHARGES
A charge will be made for replacing a warped disc as these are due to hot water backing up to the meter from the customer’s equipment. The charge to the customer will be the cost of a disc plus the total cost of repair.
When a shut-off valve has been broken at the meter by the customer, the customer will be advised that it is necessary for him to have a shut-off valve installed at or near his building. If one is not installed within fifteen (15) days, the valve at the meter will be repaired or replaced by the District. The charge to the customer will be the cost of the valve plus the total cost of repair.

SECTION 6. MUTIPLE UNITS

Each and every structure intended for occupancy, occupied, or used as a separate unit for residential, commercial, industrial or other purpose shall be considered as a separate unit. A separate unit includes single family dwellings, individual rental units, individual apartments, flats, multiple dwellings, and house trailers, whether or not contained in the same structure or on a common parcel. Each unit, subject to the exceptions hereinafter stated, shall be connected to the District system by separate meter and subject to a separate capital improvement fee. The District may accept motels or similar dwellings as determined by the Board.
The general policy of the District is that separate houses, buildings, living or business quarters on the same premises, or on adjoining premises, shall be served separately and individually.

Under no circumstances shall any dwelling currently served receive water from any other source including: Another District Resident, Well, Tank and etc. Unless an approved backflow device has been installed and tested as required by the District and Department of Health Service.

SECTION 7. BILLS AND PAYMENT

Bills and payments for District service shall be as set forth below. Billing for services not set forth herein shall be in accordance with Board direction and shall be accounted in accordance with standard accounting practice.
Each meter on a customer’s premises will be considered separately and the readings of two or more meters will not be combined.

7.1 
METER READINGS
Until otherwise provided by resolution of this District, a customer’s water meter shall be read monthly, as near as practical, for the preparation of regular bills, and as required, for the preparation of opening bills, closing bills, and special bills.
Each bill shall show the charge, based upon the current rate shedule for the specific size meter. Each bill shall show the gallonage of the previous reading, the gallonage of the present meter reading, and the gallonage upon which the billing is based.
7.2 
CLOSING BILLS
Closing bills shall be for the monthly minimum if the total period of use is less than one month. When the actual gallonage used is greater than the monthly minimum allowed, the closing bill shall be for the actual volume used. Special bills may, at the discretion of the District, be rendered for lesser or greater periods and amounts in cases of economic hardship.

Closing bills, when service is closed or discontinued, are due and payable on the date of presentation. Collection will be made at the time of presentation.

A customer shall notify the District in person, by telephone, or by letter, at least 24 hours before service is to be discontinued.

Failure to notify the District is cause to hold the customer responsible for all charges up to and including the date the District confirms the customer has vacated the premises, or otherwise discontinued service.

7.3 
PAYMENT OF BILLS
Monthly bills for water service are due and payable on the date of presentation and become delinquent on the due date printed on the bill. Payment may be made at the District office either by mail or in person.
A delinquency charge of $10.00 shall be added to all accounts not paid in full within thirty (30) days of billing. Service to accounts not paid in full after forty-five (45) days of orginal billing can be locked off until paid in full including $25. turn on fee.

Public entities, schools, churches, fraternal organizations, business organizations, and others requiring bill payment approval may obtain exceptions from the time frames set forth herein.
7.4 
NONPAYMENT
In the event of nonpayment of bill within 15 days after the bill becomes delinquent, the District shall cause a second notice to be sent to the consumer. Said notice shall advise consumer that unless the bill is paid within 5 days thereafter, water service to the premises will be discontinued. Reinstatement of service and re-establishment of credit deposit shall be made and the turn-on charge paid. In the event of continued non-payment after discontinuance of service, additional reasonable collection charges may be added. District shall have the right to all remedies provided by law for collection of unpaid bills. Penalties and charges shall be cululative.
SECTION 8.  METER ERROR

Prior to installation, each meter will be tested and any meter found to register no more than two percent (2%) fast or slow, under conditions of normal operation, will be placed in service.
8.1 
CUSTOMER REQUEST FOR TEST
A customer may request the District to test the meter serving his premises. Customer shall provide not less than one week’s notice.
The District may, at its discretion, require customer to deposit an amount to cover the cost of test, as follows:


  SIZE OF METERS
     AMOUNT OF DEPOSIT

5/8" x 3/4"
$15.00


1"
20.00


1 ½"
25.00


2"
40.00


3"
50.00


4"
60.00


                                (Over 4", each test figured separately)

Deposits will be returned if the meter is found to register more than two percent (2%) fast under conditions of normal operation. It will be retained by the District to cover test costs if the meter is not more than two percent (2%) fast. The customer will be notified, not less than five (5) days in advance, of the time and place of the test.


A written report giving the results of the test will be available to the customer within a reasonable time after completion of the test.

8.2 
ADJUSTMENT OF BILLS FOR METER ERROR
District will make adjustments in bills for meter errors as follows:

1. Slow Meters: When, upon test, a meter is found to be registering more than four percent (4%) slow, the District will replace the meter.

2. Non-Registering Meters: The District will bill the customer for water consumed while the meter was not registering. The bill will be at the minimum monthly meter rate or will be computed upon an estimate of consumption based either upon the customer’s prior use during the same season of the year or upon a reasonable comparison with the use of  other customers receiving the same class of service during the same period and under similar circumstance and conditions.
SECTION 9.  DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE

A customer’s water service may be discontinued if the total bill and charges for water service as provided in Section 7 hereof, are not paid on or before the dates therein set forth. Service will not be discontinued, however, until the amount of the deposit, if any, has been fully applied toward the bill and charges.
9.1 
NON-PAYMENT OF BILLS
A customer’s application for water service will be refused if water service furnished at a previous location is not paid in full.
All charged for water service and any other services rendered by the District may be billed upon the same bill and collected along with any applicable charges, as one total item. If all or part of the bill is not paid, any or all of the services for which the bill is rendered may be discontinued.


9.2 
UNSAFE APPARATUS or OTHER PROHIBITED APPARATUS
The District may refuse to furnish water and may discontinue service to any premises connected to the water system where pressure reducing valve, plumbing, apparatus, appliances or equipment using water is dangerous, unsafe, substandard, or not in conformity with the applicable ordinances of the District or laws of the County and State.

9.3 
LIABILITY
The District will assume no liability for inspecting apparatus on the customer’s property. The District does reserve the right of inspection without notice when there is reason to believe that unsafe apparatus, appliance or equipment is in use on the premises.

The water service may be discontinued immediately should the right of inspection be hindered or denied.

9.4 
SERVICE DETRIMENTAL TO OTHERS
The District may refuse water and discontinue service to any premises where the demand is in excess of pasr average or seasonal use, and where such excessive demand by one customer is, or may be, detrimental or injuriour to the service furnished to other customers.
9.5 
NONCOMPLIANCE
The District will establish a date when the customer must correct an unsafe condition. Should the condition not be corrected by the established date, the District may discontinue the service without further notice.

9.6 
UNAUTHORIZED CONNECTIONS
Where unauthorized connections have been made to any service or meter, the water may be shut off, five (5) days after notice to customer. Service will not be resumed until a new service (or services) has been paid for and installed in accordance with Section 5. In addition to all other fees, a fee of not more than $500 shall be paid to the District for each unauthorized connection.

This remedy shall be in addition to and not in lieu of any other remedy or remedies given District by the laws of the State, including prosecution under the Penal Code.


SECTION 10.  PRIVATE FIRE SERVICE

A private fire service connection may be allowed when adequate provision is made to prevent the use of water from such service connection for purposes other than fire extinguishing and the private fire connection is approved by the Board and the Fire Marshal.

10.1 
APPLICATION AND AGREEMENT
A fire service application shall be completed and an agreement executed with the District. A sample agreement will be furnished by District upon request.

Private fire service connections, (whether a hydrant, a detector check, meter, vault and box located on either public or private property) are the property of the District and the District reserves the right to repair, replace, and maintain them as well as to remove them or any part thereof upon discontinuance of water service or usage. Annual inspection fees for detector checks and backflow valves shall be the responsibility of the property owner.

10.2 
INSTALLATION CHARGES
Applicants for fire service shall be responsible for all plan check and inspection costs for private fire service and appurtenances. Payment shall be made prior to start of any work. All costs for installing the service connection, meter, and detector check shall be borne by the applicant. All work shall be performed by a licensed contractor in accordance with District Improvement Standards. All plans for fire service shall be prepared by a professional engineer as set forth in the Improvement Standards.

10.3 
QUANTITATIVE CHARGES
Water lost through leakage or in testing shall be paid, when the Board so directs, by the applicant at the rates charged for domestic use.
No charge will be made for water used to extinguish accidental fires.

10.4 
VIOLATION OF AGREEMENT
Water shall not be taken from a private fire service except when written permission is secured from the District in advance and when an approved means of water measurement is available. The rates for such water shall be the same charged for general domestic water use.
When water is used from a fire service in violation of the agreement or of these regulations, the District may, at its option, discontinue and remove the fire service.

10.5 
OWNERSHIP OF CONNECTION
The service connection and all equipment appurtenant thereto, up to the detector check, shall be the property of the District, and no part of the cost thereof will be refunded to the applicant. The District will not accept ownership or responsibility for detector check or backflow prevention device. Customer shall maintain all such facilities.

10.6 
PRESSURE AND SUPPLY
The District assumes no responsibility for loss or damage because of lack of water or pressure and merely agrees to furnish such quantities and pressures as may be available from its general distribution system. The service may be subject to variations in pressures and quantities of water.

10.7 
RATES
The monthly chargs for private fire protection lines shall be set by Resolution of the Board.

SECTION 11.  TEMPORARY SERVICE

The District may grant permission for temporary water service through specified hydrants by issuing a written permit to responsible organizations or persons. Application for a permit shall be made a least 48 hours before service is required. 

No person or persons shall operate or draw water from a fire hydrant for water service use without written permission of the District. Temporary service will not be allowed for domestic purposes.

11.1 
TIME LIMIT
Temporary service connections shall be disconnected and terminated within six (6) months after installation unless an extension of time is granted in writing by the District.

11.2 
CHARGE FOR WATER SERVED
Charges for water furnished through a temporary service connection shall be at the established applicable rate for regular customers.

11.3 
INSTALLATION CHARGE AND DEPOSITS
The applicant for temporary service will be required to:

1. Pay the District, in advance, the estimated cost of installing and removing all service facilities including the meters necessary to furnish such service.

2. To deposit an amount sufficient to cover bills for water during the entire period such temporary service may be used, or otherwise establish his credit. Bills shall be according to District rates for type and size of service.
11.4 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR METERS AND INSTALLATIONS
The customer shall use all possible care to prevent damage to the meter or to any other loaned facilities of the District which are involved in furnishing the temporary service from the time they are installed until they are removed, or until 48 hours notice in writing has been given to and received by the District that the contractor or other person is through with the meter or meters and the installation. If the meter or other facilities are damaged other than by the District, the cost of making repairs shall be paid by the customer.
SECTION 12.  FIRE PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS

When any land is improved in such a manner that all, or any portion of a building or structure thereon is, or becomes, in excess of a reasonable working distance from an adequate water supply, there shall be provided by the Developer or Improver of such lands, as required by the District Manager, approved fire protection facilities capable of furnishing an adequate water supply.
12.1 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
The District Manager or his appointee may require that the improvement include the installation of such onsite fire protection facilities as in his judgment are necessary to provide an adequate water supply on the land to be developed or improved. Said installation shall be at the expense of the owner or developer.
All facilities required to be installed hereunder shall meet the approved specifications of the District Manager and shall be inspected by VSPUD.

12.2 
WHEN REVIEW REQUIRED
Every application for a building permit and building plan within the District shall be reviewed by the District to determine whether any of the following exist:

1. The proposed improvement will consist of one or more buildings or additions thereto whose total floor area, including that of any existing structures, will exceed eight hundred (800) square feet.

2. The proposed improvement will consist of one or more buildings, structures, or additions thereto, any of which exceeds two (2) stories or thirty (30) feet in height.
3. The proposed improvement will consist of one or more buildings, structures, or additions thereto, wherein any part of the buildings or structure is situated more than one hundred fifty (150) linear feet from the public street to which such buildings or structures have principal access, measured along the route of such access.

4. The proposed improvement is such that there is reasonable cause to believe that all, or any portion, of the building or structure thereon will be, or become, in excess of a reasonable working distance from an adequate water supply for fire protection as defined herein.

12.3
PLAN REVIEW 
In each case two (2) sets of plans for any commercial building, gasoline station, restaurant, lounge, bar, assembly building, multiple family dwelling, including condominiums, shall be submitted to the office of the District for review and approval before any permit is issued.
The developer shall allow a minimum of four weeks for review of the above documents.

12.4 
SUBDIVISION ACCESS
All subdivisions of land shall have at least two (2) approved means of ingress and egress suitable for fire protection vehicles.


12.5 
HYDRANT REQUIREMENTS
Fire hydrants shall be located at each street intersection and at intermediate points in such a manner that the maximum distance between hydrants does not exceed 400'.
Feeder mains to hydrants shall be sized to provide fire flow of 1500 gallons per minute at a residual pressure of not less than 20 psig in residential areas.

No hydrant or feeder main shall be less than 8” in size.

Fire hydrants shall be installed at a dead-end and cul-de-sacs.

Fire hydrant installation shall be in accordance with District Improvement Standards.

12.6 
RULES AND REGULATIONS
The Chief, with the approval of the Board of Directors, is authorized to make and enforce such rules and regulations for the prevention and control of fires and fire hazards as may be necessary from time to time to carry out the intent of this Ordinance.

12.7 
APPEALS
Decision of the Fire Chief may be appealed to the Board of Directors. In hearing appeals the Board may impose any conditions the Board finds necessary to implement the intent and purpose of this Ordinance.

All actions taken by the Board shall be reported in writing to the applicant, and any other affected person, within ten  (10) days after the Board renders its decision.
All decisions of the Board on appeals shall be final.

SECTION 13.  FILLING POOLS AND TANKS
When an abnormally large quantitiy of water is desired for filling a swimming pool or for other purposes, written approval shall be obtained from District Manager prior to taking such water.
Water in unusual quantities may be take only when it can be safely delivered through the District’s facilities when other customers are not inconvenienced.

SECTION 14.  FIRE HYDRANTS
No person or persons other than those designated and authorized by the District shall open any fire hydrant, attempt to draw water from it, or in any manner damage or tamper with it. Any violation of this regulation will be prosecuted according to law.
14.1 
ILLEGAL USE OF FIRE HYDRANTS
Any person who illegally draws water through a fire hydrant will be charges a $150 fine for each offense plus the cost of all water used.
14.2 
PRESSURE AND SUPPLY
The District assumes no responsibility for loss or damage because of lack of water or pressure and merely agrees to furnish such quantities and pressures as may be available in its general distribution system. The service may be subject to shutdowns (without notice), as well as variations in pressures and quantities of water.
14.3 
MOVING OF FIRE HYDRANTS
Any party proposing a change in the size, type, or location of a hydrant, shall bear all costs of such changes, without refund. All changes in the location of a fire hydrant shall be subject to approval of the District.

14.4 
DRAWING WATER FROM HYDRANT
Water drawn from hydrant for purposes other than fire suppression shall be in accordance with the following:
1. All water furnished through a fire hydrant shall be metered.

2. All water trucks shall have a state approved backflow prevention device before withdrawing water from a fire hydrant.

3. No fire hydrant shall be operated except by the use of an approved spanner wrench.

4. The person or persons withdrawing water shall be held responsible for the correct and safe operation of the hydrant valve and shall be liable for all damage caused while withdrawing water from the District’s water system.

SECTION 15.  RESPONSIBILITY FOR EQUIPMENT & PLUMBING FIXTURES

The customer shall, at his own risk and expense, furnish and install (all in accordance with the Uniform Plumbing Code, and other applicable codes in effect at the time of the installations) and keep in good and safe condition all equipment and plumbing fixtures that may be required for receiving, controlling, applying, and utilizing water.
15.1 
INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE
The District will not be responsible for any loss or damage caused by the improper installation of such water using equipment, or the negligence, lack of proper care, or wrongful act of the customer or any of his tenants, agents, employees, contractors, licensees, or permittees in installing, maintaining, using, operating, or interfering with the operation of such equipment. The District will not be responsible for damage to property caused by spigots, faucets, valves, and other equipment or plumbing fixtures that are open when water is turned on at the meter, either when the water is turned on orginally or when turned on after a temporary shutdown. District shall not be responsible for customer’s facilities or property due to water pressure. The customer shall furnish and install at his own expense, a pressure reducing valve when the static pressure at his service connection is greater than 80 psi.
15.2 
PUMPS AND PRESSURE REDUCING VALVES
Where reduced or increased pressure is desired, the customer shall be responsible for installing and maintaining the necessary regulators, pumps, and relief valves. In such cases, the equipment shall be installed on the customer’s side of the meter and at his risk and expense subject to approval of the District.
15.3 
DAMAGE TO DISTRICT’S PROPERTY
The customer shall be liable for any damage (including damage by automotive or other equipment) to a meter, meter box, fire hydrant, or other equipment or property owned by the District which is caused by an act of the customer or his tenants, agent, employees, contractors, licensees, or permittees, including the breaking or destruction of locks by the customer or others on or near a meter, and any damage to a meter that may result from hot water or steam from a boiler or heater on the customer’s premises or from overload due to inadequate size. The District shall be reimbursed by the customer for any such damage promptly on presentation of a bill for same. All remedies of District available for collection of bills for water service shall be available for collection of these charges.

15.4 
CONTROL VALVES AND METER STOPS
The customer shall install a suitable valve as close to the meter location as practicable. Operation of valve shall control the entire water supply from the service, including the lawn sprinkler system.
Operation by the customer of the curb stop (valve in front of meter) in the meter box is prohibited except in an emergency and only after an effort has been made to contact the District.

15.5 
GROUND WIRE ATTACHMENTS AND INSULATED BUSHINGS
No ground-wire or wires shall be connected to any plumbing which is, or may be connected to a service connection or main belonging to the District. District will hold the customer liable for any damage to its property caused by such ground-wire attachments.
Customers shall install an approved dielectric bushing or insulated fitting between customer’s facilities and District’s meter to prevent electrolysis.

SECTION 16.  IMPROVEMENTS TO DISTRICT FACILITIES
All improvements to District facilities shall be in accordance with District Improvement Standards. No modification, alteration, or connection to District facilities shall be allowed without prior approval of the District.
16.1 
GENERAL
Prior to District extending service to any subdivision, Subdivider or his authorized representative shall provide a utility plan in accordance with the Improvement Standards subject to review and approval by District Manager and District Engineer.
The District may charge a reasonable fee for review and approval of such utility plan commensurate with project size to include all costs District incurs in reviewint utility plans.
The District will issue no “will serve” letter prior to review and approval of a utility plan prepared in accordance with this section.

16.2 
REIMBURSEMENT
Whenever improvements to District facilities are determined by the Board of Directors to directly benefit the District or specific areas of the District, the Board may enter into a reimbursement agreement with the party or partied required to install such improvements. The amount of and methof of reimbursement shall be set forth in an agreement between Developer and District prior to District approval of the proposed improvements. The District will not participate in reimbursement for any improvements not made in strict conformance with District standards set forth in an agreement entered into prior to construction of any such improvements.
The amount of reimbursement shall be set forth in the agreement subject to an approved engineer’s estimate of the improvement costs. Reimbursement shall be in the form of additional connection fees levied by the District upon those connections identified by the District to benefit from said improvements.

16.3 
AMOUNT DETERMINATION
Within ninety days following any new construction of any improvement constructed pursuant to this section, the District may reimburse the orginal installer of eligible improvement at a rate commensurate with the cost approved by the Board of the improvement and the provisions of this Section.
Reimbursements for system improvements shall be by project specific arrangements with the Board of Directors. It is the intent of the District to fairly distribute the cost of identified improvements equally to those who directly benefit from the improvement. Reimbursement terms and amounts, when applicabe, shall be set forth in the improvement agreement.
No reimbursement shall be made to the original installer pursuant to this section after ten years from the date of acceptance by the District of the improvements.

16.4
CHARGE ASSESSED TO NEW CUSTOMER
A new customer connecting to District facilities installed pursuant to this section shall pay, in addition to all other charges imposed by District, the amount determined by Section 16.3 to be reimbursable to the original installer.

SECTION 17. CROSS CONNECTIONS
Regulations of the California State Health Services and the Drinking Water Standards of the United States Public Health Service prohibit unprotected cross connections between the public water supply and any unapproved source of water.
17.1 
DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS
To comply with the regulations of these health agencies, the District will require the installation of approved double check valves or other approved backflow prevention devices by and at the expense of the customer before service will be granted under any of the following conditions:
1. Where an unapproved fresh water supply is already available from a well, spring, reservoir, or any other source. When the customer agrees to abandon this other supply and agrees to remove all piping and / or pump necessary for the utilization of this supply, the installation of backflow prevention devices will not be required. The customer may be required to cut off the well casing, fill well with concrete, or otherwise make well permanently unusable in accordance with well abandonment regulations of the Department of Health Services.
2. Where salt water, or water otherwise polluted, is available for industrial or fire protection purposes.
3. Where the premises are, or may be engaged in industrial processes using or producing process waters or liquid industrial wastes, or, where the premises are or may be engaged in handling sewage or any other toxic, contaminating, or polluting substance or liquid.

4. Where the circumstance are such that there is special danger of backflow of sewage or other contaminated liquids through plumbing fixtures or waste-using or treatment equipment, or storage tanks and reservoirs, or from contaminated water from lawn or irrigation sprinkler heads.

17.2 
APPROVED DEVICES REQUIRED
Backflow prevention devices and installations shall be approved by the Department of Health Services and the District.


Maintenance and annual checks of backflow prevention devices shall be the responsibility of customer.

17.3 
PLUMBING CHANGES REQUIRED
In special circumstances, when the customer is engaged in the handling of especially dangerous or corrosive liquids or industrial or process waters, the District may require the customer to eliminate plumbing or piping connections as an additional precaution and as a protection to the backflow prevention devices. In making plumbing connections the customer shall be guided entirely by local or state plumbing ordinances.
17.4 
RELIEF VALVE REQUIRED
As a protection to the customer’s plumbing system, a suitable pressure relief valve shall be installed and maintained by him, at his expense, when check valves or other protective devices are indicated and used. The relief valve shall be installed between the check valves and a water heater, or a boiler, or other pressure vessel.
17.5 
BACKFLOW PREVENTION on ADDITIONAL WATER SUPPLY LINES
Whenever backflow prevention has been found necessaty on a water supply line entering a customer’s premises, any and all water supply lines from the District’s mains entering such premises, buildings, or structures shall be protected by an approved backflow prevention device, regardless of the use of the additional water supply lines.
17.6 
PROTECTION AGAINST INTERSTREET MAIN FLOW
Two or more services supplying water from different street mains to the same building structure or premises through which an interstreet main flow may occur, shall have at the customer’s expense, a standard check valve on each water service to be located adjacent to and on the property side of the respective meters.

Such check valves shall not be considered adequate for backflow prevention purposes as set forth herein.


17.7 
INSPECTION OF BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICES
The double check valve or other approved backflow prevention devices shall be inspected and tested periodically for water tightness by persons authorized by the Department of Health Services to perform such services. A copy of the inspection reports and any defects shall be made known to the District.
The regulations of the State Department of Public Health require that the owner of any premises on which, or on account of which, check valves or other protective devices are installed, shall inspect these devices for water tightness and reliability at least once every year or at the discretion of the District. The devices shall be serviced, overhauled, or replaced whenever they are founf to be defective and all costs of repair and maintenance shall be borne by the customer. District shall supply forms to be signed by licensed plumbers or other authorized persons on their annual check of the device. Failure to have the device checked and report form thereof signed will result in District discontinuance of service as herein set forth.

17.8 
PROTECTION AGAINST BACKFLOW FROM LAWN OR 




IRRIGATION SPRINKLERS
The installation, at the customer’s expense, of an approved single or double check valve shall be required on a sprinkling system to prevent siphoning or backflow of contaminated water from the sprinkler heads as required by the Uniform Plumbing Code and Department of Health Services regulations.
17.9 
DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE FOR DEFECTIVE APPARATUS
The service of water to any premises may be immediately discontinued by the District if any defect is found in the check valve installations, pressure reducing valves, or other protective devices, or, if it is found that unprotected cross connections exist or if customer fails to have the annual report form signed. Service will not be restored until such defects are corrected and certification is made thereto.
SECTION 18.  PURCHASING PROCEDURES
Public projects, as defined by the Act, of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) or less may be let to contact by informal procedures as set forth in Section 22032, et seq. of the Public Contract Code.

18.1 
CONTRACTOR LIST
A list of contractors shall be developed and maintained in accordance with the provisions of Section 22034 of the Public Contract Code and criteria promulgated from time to time by the California Uniform Construction Cost Accounting Commission.

 18.2 
NOTICE INVITING INFORMAL BIDS
Where a public project is to be performed which is subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, a notice inviting informal bids shall be mailed to not less than three contractors for the category of work to be bid, as shown on the list developed in accordance with Section 18.1. Additional contractors and construction trade journals may be noticed at the discretion of the Board, provided, however:
1. When there is no list of qualified contractors maintained by the agency for the particular category of work to be performed, the notice inviting bids shall be sent to not less than three contractors, or suppliers, selected by the District.

2. When the product of service is proprietary in nature such that it can be obtained only from a certain contractor or contractors, the notice inviting informal bids may be sent exclusively to such contractor or contractors.
18.3 
AWARD OF CONTRACTS
The President of the Board is authorized to award all informal contracts pursuant to this section.

SECTION 19.  ANNEXATION COSTS AND FEES
Prior to Annexation to the District, applicant shall submit to District a copy of the application submitted to LAFCO for District’s review. An administrative fee deposit of $500 will be paid to the District prior to commencement of any proceeding by the Board of review by District staff on the proposed annexation. Administrative fees shall ve sufficient to cover District costs for engineering, legal, and other charges which may be incurred by the District in examining maps, legal descriptions, preliminary utility plans, and other documents in connection with proposed annexation. Whenever the deposit for review exceeds the costs incurred by the District, balance shall be refunded to the annexation applicant following conclusion of the final hearing by the District Board on the proposed annexation. Should the amount of deposit be insufficient to pay costs incurred by the District, the applicant shall pay all costs prior to final hearing by the District Board on the proposed annexation.
In addition to all application review fees, an annexation fee of $765 per acre shall be paid to the District prior to final action by the Board.

SECTION 20.  BUY-IN FEE
Whenever development outside the District boundary is annexed to the District and proposes to connect to District facilities, such development shall be subject to a “buy-in” fee established by resolution of the Board. Payment of the buy-in fee to the District will allow development use of facilities existing at the time of annexation to the District and in no way relieves developers from improving or expanding facilities in accordance with development conditions established by the District.

SECTION 21.  FIRE SERVICE FEE
In addition to all monthly user fees, District shall establish, by resolution, a fire service fee. Fire service fee shall be accounted for separately and utilized by the District for fire protection purposes. Fire service fee shall not be less than $2.00 per month per unit and shall be charged to each and every unit of residential, commercial, industrial, and other use or structure or facility that would benefit from fire protection services provided by the District.
SECTION 22.  SEVERABILITY CLAUSE
If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance or any part thereof, is for any reason held to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance or any part thereof. The Board hereby declares that it would have passed each section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or mor sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, or phrases be declared invalid.


SECTION 23.  REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES
This ordinance is intended to be a complete enactment of rules and regulations, governing the District’s system of water supply. To the extent any existing or prior ordinances and resolutions of the District applicable to its water systems, works, and facilities are inconsistent herewith, all such existing or prior water ordinances and resolutions shall be and the same shall be deemed revoked upon this ordinance becoming effective except existing contracts.
This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days from the date of its adoption and shall be published once within fifteen (15) days of the date of its passage in a newspaper of general circulation printed and published within the District.

The foregoing Ordinance was duly and regularly passed and adopted by the Board of Directors of VALLEY SPRINGS PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT at a regular meeting thereof, held on the ____ day of  _________, 2006, by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:                                          
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